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THE ARCTIC CENTRE AND THE LAPLAND PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
KOSKIKATU 20 C 12, SF-96200 ROVANIEMI, SUOMI-FINLAND, TEL. 358-960-2991 


ROVANIEMI 


Population: 32 000 

Location: the arctic circle, confluence of the Kemijoki and Ounasjoki rivers. 
Average annual temperature: + 0 °C, annual fluctuation of temperature 23 °C. 
Midnight sun rises 6 July and sets 7 June. 

Shortest day is 21 December: the sun rises 11.06 o’clock and sets 13.23 o'clock. 
Transport: road, railway (incl. car-train) and flight connections excellent. 
Commerce and industry: administration, trade, transport, professional training, 
light industry, tourism. 

Volume of timber floating per annum 1.5 million cubic metres. 

Ounasvaara Winter Sports Centre: ski jumping, cross-country skiing, slalom. 
Summer sports facilities: football, athletics, fell hiking, sport fishing, hunting. 
History: inhabited since Stone Age, 4000 BC, dependent parish 1632, 
independent parish 1785, administrative centre for Province of Lapland 1938, 
totally destroyed 1944, granted town charter 1960. 


International architectural competition 1983-84 
Winning design: “The Inextinguishable”, Denmark 
Architects: Claus Bonderup, Sgren Birch, Ellen Waade 
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Rovaniemi is known as the city 
of Ounasvaara fell, winter sport, 
reindeer, polar night and arctic 
midnight sun. Few people re- 
member that there is an area of 
ancient settlement here that for 
historical reasons lacks a visible 
history. After the war almost the 
entire city had to be rebuilt at a 
time when there was a shortage of 
everything down to construction 
materials. 

Rovaniemi has an image of 
youthfulness, growth and de- 
velopment. Alvar Aalto’s city 
centre plan together with its 
Lappia House and library reflects 
the forms of the surrounding fells 
and ridges, endowing the city 
with a unique character that every 
town develops with time. 

The city of Rovaniemi values 
her history and northern situa- 
tion. Planning for the future will 
be closely integrated with the 
surrounding area and its ancient 
cultural traditions. 

The joint initiative by the City 


of Rovaniemi and the Finnish Na- 
tional Committee of the European 
Cultural Foundation to launch the 
planning of an arctic centre for 
Rovaniemi is an important step in 
the work to protect and nurture 
the identity and cultural heritage 
of the North. 

The Danish winner of the Arc- 
tic Centre design competition re- 
flects the northern peoples’ abili- 
ty to adapt to nature and their 
tendency to adjust to arctic condi- 
tions in their building. The people 
of the arctic have always sought 
protection against the cold and 
the wind from sheltering coves 
and islands and by burrowing into 
the ground and under the snow. 
From the museum complex hid- 
ing underground and behind a 
protecting peninsula a_ glazed, 
frozen finger rises pointing di- 
rectly north, in the direction of an 
endless expanse of wild forests 
extending from the heart of our 
city to the shores of the Arctic 
Ocean. 





We live here on the border be- 
tween city and wilderness, bet- 
ween urban and indigenous cul- 
ture. It is our desire to respect 
both and to learn from both. 

On the arctic circle, at the 
cross-roads of passages between 
the North and the South, the East 
and the West the Arctic Centre 
will form a meeting place to 
which we wellcome all visitors 
and researchers of the North. 


Mayor of Rovaniemi Matti Pelttari 
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AN ACTIVE MUSEUM 


In the design competition for 
the Arctic Centre a solution was 
sought for an active museum 
centre that would house both an 
Arctic museum and_ research 
centre and the Lapland Provincial 
Museum. 

The winning entry is clearly de- 
fined and original. The building 
has been placed by the Ounasjoki 
river, on a site disected by the 
Rovaniemi -  Kittila highway. 
While merging into the landscape 
the building is monumentally 
connected to the cityscape by 
Pohjolankatu. 

The Arctic Centre and Lapland 
Provincial Museum are situated 

two levels, partly under- 


ground. The design is based on a 
central arcade, on either side of 
which are service and auxiliary 
Spaces necessary for a modern 
museum. At the same time they 
provide a climatic, light, and se- 
curity insulation for the exhibition 
and storage spaces. 

Possibilities of transformation 
and extension of space are excel- 
lent in this design. Spaces can be 
freely linken without causing 
damage to the architectural 
appearance. The public has a 
choice of several routes in the 
exhibition: it can be viewed from 
start to finish or enjoyed more 
selectively. 

The permanent exhibition of 
the Arctic Centre includes a 
”Polarium” which incorporates 





the latest projection and sound 
equipment for demonstrating 
climatic and living conditions of 
the Arctic, the area’s plant and 
animal life, and its various cul- 
tures (the midnight sun, the 
period of polar night, Northern 
lights, etc.) and a special refriger- 
ated space for demonstrating the 
effect of arctic conditions on na- 
ture, the terrain and conditions of 
living. 

In addition to the permanent 
exhibition material, temporary 
shows featuring the life, history 
and cultures of the entire Arctic 
will be seen in the temporary ex- 
hibitions space. 

The permanent exhibitions of 
the Lapland Provincial Museum 
will feature authentic ethnologi- 
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Arctic Centre AK 
Lapland Provincial Museum LM 
entrance 1 


exhibition space 2 
temporary exhibitions 3 
office and research facilities 4 
libraries 5 
conference rooms 6 


cal, historical and natural histori- 
cal material. 

An exhibition of forms of dwel- 
ling and transport is designed for 
the open-air exhibition area. This 
area can be used for demonstrat- 
ing traditional working methods 
and livelihoods. The objects and 
structures would be all new and 
produced in situ, whereby they 
could be freely tried out by the 
public. 

It is intended to link the Arctic 
Centre to a wider context, to the 
environment, by means of a 
Northern nature and _ culture 
route. Visitors will be guided 
through the entire accessible arc- 
tic area of the Nordic countries. 
The route has been planned so 
that its separate stages will totally 


refrigerated space 7 
polarium 8 
cafeteria and kitchen 9) 
storage space 10 
public service space 11 
personnel facilities 12 
exits 13 
outdoor exhibitions 14 





independently serve the individu- 
al needs of each traveller. 


TECHNICAL INFORMATION 


SIZE OF THE BUILDING 
Gross floor area: 11300 m? 
Volume: 33199 m? 
BUILDING COSTS 

At May 1984 cost level the costs 
are FIM 67 million, of which FIM 
39 million are on the part of the 
Lapland Provincial Museum and 
shared facilities, FIM 8 million are 
on the part of the Arctic Centre 
interior and FIM 6 million are on 
the part of the site development 
costs. 

Construction of the building 
by stages is both technically and 
architecturally possible. 
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WHY? 


Finland is a northern c 
but we know very little ab 
northerness. We have i 
all our ways of living and c 
from southern cultures. 

European culture h 
veloped in the South. Finl 
the Finns belong to a peripheral 
area that represents the extreme 
northern limit of culture. We have 
not even ourselves realized the 
significance of the northernmost 
cultures. The world should some- 
times be viewed looking also 
from the North towards the South 
and the cultural perimeter be 
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always lived In Narmury vWitit tra- 
ture. Nature’s austerity has dic- 
tated their development. The Arc- 
tic may offer approaches and 
solutions to problems encount- 
ered elsewhere. 

Finland has a history of arctic 
research reaching back over a 
hundred years. She is a foremost 



































‘country of arctic technology and 
modern arctic development, but 
she might also benefit from stu- 
_ dying old methods when creating 
new ones. 

The traditions of M. A. Castrén 
the linguist, A. A. Etholén the 


- former governor of Alaska, J. A. 


_Palmén the naturalist, the ethnog- 


_~ raphers Sakari Palsi and Samuli 


Paulaharju, and of our most fam- 
ous fellow countryman, the ex- 
plorer and versatile scientist A. E. 
Nordenskidld as gatherers and 
utilizers of information are there 
for us to continue. To this end we 
aim with the help of the Arctic 
Centre. 
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